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i

Mystery of Mlssmg
Pilot Solved 45

Years Afterl\mssmn_

Vietnamese farmer

~ finds remains
while workingina

~cornfield.

By ANDREW MEACHAM
ST. PETERSBURG TIMES

APQOLLO BEACH | OnDec.
1, 1965, Capt. Thomas Reit-
mann climbed into a F-105D
Thunderchief for a bombing
raid over North Vietnam.

He never returned.

The Air Force notified Carol
- Reitmann that her husband

had been shot down and was
- missing. “

For 45 years, hlS famﬂy ac-
cepted his disappearanceasa
death, though they had none

- of the finality that brings com-
fort to the living —no body, no
casket, no grave marker.

Kim Lorigan, who was 6 .
when her dad disappeared,

PROVIDED |

ON DEC. 1, 1965, Air Force Capt

Thomas Reitmann headed for an
area north of Hanoi. His aircraft
was shotand dtsappeared as

did al! traces of Reltmann.

grew up and Jomed the Coast
Guard. The military made her

feel closer to the father she

barely knew.
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Kif LORIGAN SITS WITH PHOTOS of her father, All' Force Capt ‘i‘homas Reltmann, inher Apouo
Beach home. Lorigan was 6 when she learned her father was probably dead. in February, some bones
found by a Vietnamese farmerina cornﬁeld were proved to be a DNA match wrth Reltmann

~ Missing
[ CONTINUED FROM A1 1

_She retired from the Coast
Guard in 1999 and moved to
Apollo Beach last year.

In May, an unexpected
phone call from the Air Force

brought the past crashmgr

~ back.
~ Shewasso stunned she kept
~ asking the same questxon over
-and over.

serious?”
Thomas E. Reitmann was
. born Dec.. 8, 1930, in Red
Wing, Minn. Tall blue-eyed
‘and confident, he joined the
 Navyright out of high school..
~ After the Navy, he studied
broadcasting, sold shoes and
worked as a radio DJ.
~ In 1958, he married Carol,
2 Braniff International Air-
_ ways hostess who had spilled
-z drink on him six weeks ear-
Tom Reitmann loved dry
ish comedies and the tele-
on show Get Smart.
is love of flying led him to
Air Force. He wanted to
around the world and have
children. In 1965, he de-

ed to Thailand and from

e his squadron would fly

e iﬂCKEB MY DOOR’
His wife and four children
on Seymour Johnson Air

-¢ Base near Goldsboro,

. Carol was returning from

2 shopping trip with a friend

. “Are you serious? Are you

_ing near where she left her car.
A chaplain was among them.

“I locked my door,” said technicians were brought to-

Carol Sumner, now 74. “I de-

cided thatif I didn’tunlockmy find missing Americans. They

door, then they can’t tell me
. anything.”

One of the men asked her to
slide over so he could drive.
No one said a word.

“They didn’t have to,” she
said.

NO PARACHUTE

Tom Reitmann’s formatxon
was approachmg its target, a
railroad bridge in North Viet-
nam, when the first two planes
came under heavy fire.

Tom Reitmann, who was fly-

ing third, was attempting to

drop bombs when his plane
was hit at an altitude above
8,000 feet.

The pilot behind him
shouted into his radio: “Eject!
Eject!”

This same pilot looked fora
parachute but never saw one.
Nor was he able to spot any

- trace of Tom Reitmarm or his

plane.
‘THEY HAD TO UNTELL US’
watched on television as the

last American prisoners of
war came home. Carol couldn’t

~ help wondering: Wouldn'titbe

something if Tom walked off
that plane? It was just the kind
of stu,nmng move he might pull
off. -

The military, Whlch promoted
Tom Reitmann to major while

In 1973, Carol and Kim

of anthropologlsts, photogra—
phers, linguists and ordnance

gether to improve efforts to

interview witnesses, trek to
remote sites, comb through
news accounts and analyze
remains.

Thanks to their efforts and
nnproved DNA technology, an
- MIA is identified about every
faur days

REMAINS FGHND .
Lorigan volunteers with the
LifePath Hospice Circle of Love
Center for Grieving Children
in Tampa.
Working with chﬂdren gave

her an opportunity do forthem

what no one could do for her.
In the 1960s, no one talked
about finding closure or stages
of grief.

Giving back also prompted
herto “think about whatwas go-
ing on with me sometimes.”

On May 10, Lorigan was in

a hotel in Washmgton, D.C,
where she had been attendmg

a conference, when her celi- :
. phonerang. ’
Allen Cronin, chlef of the -

Past Conflicts Branch of the
Air Force Mortuary Opera-
tions Center, had tracked her
down. =

Mag Thomas Reltmann 5
remains had been found and
identified. The Vietnamese
government had turned over
the remains. There Would be
a military funeral.

After 45 years, her father

A

Ic

Ki

-

<

lea

- Va

tar
ant
tha
SE.

@
£

[ me
| ver
 isa
1 Vau
: “Bez‘

will

Ja

~ding

his:

the:
~ frier

Desi
his !
zilai
colle
with

I com

«N’
anop
frien
wife

We
19 ot
30 A
ghan
a roc
fired
dowr.
copte
missi

SEALl

Team
bin L:
officiz
victim

- Pakist

leader
The
countt

~ jubilat

ofbin:
ilies ar
killed
spoke
tightf‘k
tided t
of ups
Jon ]

ford, Ic

as a fei

“tler wt

marath

-part of

special

“Hew
everitt
there,”:

_told the
zette. ©




y Tﬁﬁrsday,s-Suﬁday

52 weeks $190.85
- Monday-Friday

tweek § 174

4 weeks $ 6.98
8 weeks
13 weeks
26 weeks  $45.35

52 weeks $90.69
 Friday-Monday
1 week

8 weeks $ 25.51
13 weeks $ 41,45
26 weeks $ 82.90
52 weeks  $165.81

$13.95
$22.67

$ 319
4 weeks - $ 12,75

1week $ 319
4 weeks $ 12,75
8 weeks $ 25.51
13 weeks § 41.45
26 weeks $ 82.90
52 weeks $165.81

Monday-Saturday

1 week $ 229
4 weeks $

 Mailed
Subscriptions

D5 $2.97 per week
Sat- Sun$2 25 per week

Al rates include anda and Polk Cnunty sales tax
and a separate transportation cost of 11.3 cents
per issue daily and 24.3 cents per issue Sunday.
Contact Subscriber Services for prices outside

Polk (:nunty

PLEASE NOTE: NON-DALY SUBSCRIBERS WILL '

RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING EDITIONS INCLUDED
WITH THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED FREQUENCY OF
DELIVERY: 12/23/10; 12/24/10; 12/25(10; 12131/10;
1A/2014;1/17/2011;217/2011;2/21/2011; 3/17/2011;
4/2212011;5/6/2011;5/30/2011;6/17/2011; 7/1/2011;

9/5/2011;  9/9/2011;

10/10/2011;

11/8/2011;

111’9/2011 11/11/2011; 11/24/2011; 11/25/2011;

: ;‘11]28/2011 12/2372011; 12/2412011 and.1/1/2012,

9.16
B weeks $ 1832
13 weeks § 2977
26 weeks’ § 5953
52 weeks $119.07

$432@erwesk
$3.51 perweek |

&

p nN ,
EEK GNIY'

nanged nis

killed in acti
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status to

unaccounted for and gave him

a service with gun salutes.

Later that year Carol Relt-

jo
one condmon for her longtlme

friend: Leave the Air Force.

Kids grew up. Photos of Tom

| Reitmann gtadually came off
| the walls, slipped into drawers

| orscrapbooks Maybehefound
| aVietnamese oman and had
‘ ~ over two leg bone fragments.

lots of kids

 joked.

Maybe he has amnesxa

| daughter wondered.

Both knew better.
In 1988, Vietnamese autho;
ties claimed to have loca

Tom Reitmann’sremains. U.S.

officiais told his family thathe
had been found.

The remains turned out to'

be those of another American
pilot whose plane went down
the same day.

~ “They told us,” Kim Lorigan -
 said. “Then they had to untell
- us” -

 IMPROVED EFEORTS

In 2003, the military formed

‘the Joint POW/MIA Account-

ing Command, based at Hick-
am Air Force Base in Hawaii.
Known as JPAC, the team

WWW.PA NVS'LER .com

T e

“I was waikmg m c1rcles

. crymg,” she sa1d

iDENTH?Y CONF!RMEB
d -

Vietnamese farm nthe Lang
- Son province reportec g

human

namese government turned

They were sent to the Armed
orces DNA Identification
Laboratory in Rockville, Md.,

- where they were compared

ith a mltochondmal DNA

itmann’s brother.

~In March of this year, Viet-

nam turned over the remaining
bones, Wthh were analyzed
and were found to match the
earliersample. -

In May, JPAC concluded the

remains were Reltmann S.

' OVERDUE HONORS

Carol Sumner sent more

‘than 400 thank-you notes to
JPAC headquarters one for -

each staffer.

- “We very rarely get tc meet
the families,” said JPAC
spokeswoman Liz Feeney.
“Now when you walk around

 this office, you see her thank- -

you cards on desks all over the
place.”

Carol Sumner also wants to
visit the farmer in Vietnam, to
thank him personally.

A casket containing Tom Re-

itmann’s remains and his uni-

form, now at Hickam, will be

- sh1ppedto Arlington National
- Cemetery. He will be buried

Sept. 8 with full military hon-
ors. Seven pﬂots who flew with
him, now in their 70s and 80s,
will attend '

“Thisis a celebration,” Lorig-
an said. “We are celebratmg

“him coming home. We are fi-

nally able to give him the hon-
ors that he is due and bury hxm
on Amencan soﬂ ae

family.
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